
 
 

Department of Modern Languages and Literatures 
 
 
James J. Davis, chair and professor of Spanish and Foreign Language 

Education, earned the B.A. in Spanish and English Education at Virginia 
State University, the M.A. in Spanish Language and Literature at the Ohio 
State University, and the Ph.D. in Foreign Language Education at the 
University of Maryland, College Park.  He also holds a certificate in 
Hispanic Studies from the University of Madrid.  As a Fulbright scholar, he 
earned a certificate in Brazilian Studies and Portuguese from the Instituto 
Alumni in Sǎo Paolo, Brazil.  Davis’ research interests are African 
Americans and foreign language learning , the history of Black education, 
and the manifestations of Blackness in the literature of the Dominican 
Republic.  His publications have appeared in Revista Iberoamericana,  Afro-
Hispanic Review, College Language Association Journal,  Association of 
Departments of Foreign Languages Bulletin, Black Issues in Higher 
Education,  Journal of Negro Education,  Las Américas,  Atlanta Review, 
Northeast Conference Reports, Foreign Language Annals, Publication of the 
Afro-Latin/American Research Association,  Revista Rumbo,  Journal of 
Afro-Latin American Studies, The ACTFL Foreign Language Education 
Series, and Encarta Africana.   

 
A former president of the College Language Association (1992-1994), 

Davis serves as its current executive treasurer.  He also serves on the 
editorial boards of the Afro-Hispanic Review, Publication of the Afro-
Latin/American Research Association, and the Foreign Language Annals.  
He is a frequent consultant on foreign language curriculum development 
projects for government agencies and local and national school districts.  
Among his many professional service activities is that of pre-publication 
reviewer for several university presses, including Howard University Press, 
and for foreign language textbook publishing companies.   

 
 


