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H’ermuﬁﬂn ‘IWa.bimng the Department of English at

= q___ Howard in the 19205 as ate Professor, he créated and entered into the curriculum
(in 1923) & course called English 44, describe aﬁ?ini tersive study of American Literature
ﬂealmgw:th Hegro life and character' That course waukd evolve as the study of the oral
ultural forms of the: Negro Folk and & study of Negro theramra under the guidance of the
at ‘disnnguishad H;ward Unwers:r.y Professor swung Allen Brown.

~ 'bunng the 19305, as pr&ﬁssor of English, Dr. Burch became (what was then called) Head
. of the Department. With his leadership, the Department of English began the great gath-
% ‘that formed its historical senior faculty, among it: Jason Clifton Grant, Shakespear-
; Ivan Earle Taylor, Seventeenth Century scholar; Charlotte Watkins, specialist in Victo-
f r| L}l‘.erature, Gertrude Beatrice Rivers, Romantic l1terature Sterling A. Brown, folklorist
.,;xgrd rofessor of American literature; and Arthur Paul Davis, who in 1964 offered the first
duate course in the Study of African Amerman Hherature

L. meqssor Burch qu as he was returning fmm Yale Urlhlemw where he had gone to
=l .7-7 review materials to use in his definitive worlcon Daniel Defoe. In 1949 the members of
088 the Department of English established the Charles Eaton Burch Memorial Lectures to

“ honor the work of their colleague and friend.
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