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orn in Kingston, Jamaica, Dr. Norma P. Williams entered Howard University as a freshman
in 1962. After obtaining a B.S. degree in Zoology in 1966 and an M.S. in Botany in 1968,
majoring in Plant Physiology, Dr. Marie Taylor invited her to join the faculty as an instructor
where she taught biological science to non-science majors. At the same time she
pursued a doctoral degree and earned her Ph.D. in the Department of Zoology,
concentrating in biochemical genetics under her mentor, the late Dr. Sarah Pipkin. In
1974, she joined the Biology Department at the California Institute of Technology as a
Postdoctoral Research Fellow in the laboratory of the late Dr. Norman H. Horowitz
(2005), a molecular geneticist. She returned to Howard as an Assistant Professor in
the Department of Botany and returned to Caltech for three (3) summers, as a Visiting

Research Associate, to continue her research in genetics.

In 1987, she joined the Hinnebush Group at NIH, NICHD as an adjunct scientist,
which started as a one (1) year sabbatical leave that lasted ten years. The research
concentrated on “Translational Control of Genes that Regulate Amino Acid
Biosynthesis.” Dr. Williams published several scientific papers with her mentor (Dr.
Pipkin), the Caltech group, and with her colleagues at NIH. She has been affiliated
with various scientific societies including the American Association for the
Advancement of Science, the Genetics Society of America, and Sigma Xi. Dr. Williams
has served as an “ambassador” for the Biology Department, greeting visitors and
communicating information about programs, major requirements, and campus life at
Howard. She enjoys volunteering with the Literacy Council of Montgomery County

where she has taught Chinese adults to speak, read and write English.

In recent years, she has spent many hours reviewing applications on the Admissions
Committee of the College of Arts and Sciences and enjoys advising the many biology

majors. Dr. Williams has been a valuable member of the Howard University Family. She

will be greatly missed.
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r. A. Toy Caldwell-Colbert served the
Department of Psychology and
Howard University for six years as a
Professor in the Departments of Psychology
and Psychiatry and as Provost and Chief
Academic Officer (2 years). She was a
board-certified clinical psychologist
throughout her professional career,
conducting research, authoring scholarly
articles, developing training exercises for
mental health professionals and
educators, and teaching in the fields of
race and ethnic relations, mood
disorders, and multicultural competency.

Born in Salina, Kansas, on September 21,
1951, Dr. A. Toy Caldwell-Colbert was a
product of Salina public schools, later
earning a bachelor’s degree in
psychology from Spelman College and a
master’s degree and doctorate degree in
psychology from the University of
Georgia. With a career spanning more
than 27 years in higher education, Dr. A.
Toy Caldwell-Colbert brought to Howard
University in 2001 a commendable
background of accomplishments including
national recognition in the field of clinical
psychology and administrative
appointments such as Associate Vice
President for Academic Affairs at the
University of lllinois from 1994 to 2001.

In 2001, Dr. A. Toy Caldwell-Colbert
became Howard University’s Provost and
Chief Academic Officer, serving between

2001 and 2003. During her tenure, she
initiated major new programs in the areas of
student development,

remembrance

D.. & Toy ColduaellColbont

undergraduate and graduate research, faculty
development, academic program review, and
enrollment management.

She was professionally active in the American
Psychological Association (APA), serving as
Past-President of APA Division 45 (the Society
for the Psychological Study of Ethnic Minority
Issues); as a member of the Board of
Educational Affairs, the Board of Professional
Affairs, the President’'s Commission for the
Education and Training for Licensure in
Psychology, and as the chair of the President’s
Implementation Plan for Ethnic Minority
Recruitment, Retention, and Training of
Psychologists. For her professional
accomplishments, Dr. Caldwell-Colbert
received numerous accolades and awards
such as the American Psychological
Association’s Stanley Sue Award of
Achievement for her work on the clinical
psychology of ethnic minorities (2004).

After her departure from Howard University,
Dr. Caldwell-Colbert continued to serve the
higher education community, for example as
Trustee and the Vice Chair of the Board of
Trustees at Spelman College and in 2007 as
Provost and Vice President for Academic
Affairs at Central State University, where she
was held in high esteem.

Although her tenure at Howard University was
brief, Dr. A. Toy Caldwell-Colbert, an elegant
woman of extraordinary grace and style, made
outstanding and lasting contributions to the
institution. Her stellar performance as a scholar,
teacher, colleague, and servant-leader will be
forever remembered.



r. Josephine Woll served the Departments of German and Russian (1977-1993), Modern
Languages and Literatures (1993-2008), and Howard University for thirty-one years as a
dedicated and stellar Professor. She taught courses in Russian Literature, Soviet Film,
Women in Literature, and other Humanities courses that helped to expand students’ awareness of
and familiarity with world cultures and international perspectives. Active on a number of university,
college, and departmental committees, Dr. Woll authored and co-authored numerous scholarly
articles, film reviews, and five books that contributed significantly to knowledge in the areas of

Russian and Soviet Studies.

Dr. Josephine Woll earned an international reputation as a literary critic for her in-depth and

comprehensive analyses of Soviet Film and Literature; and, was considered a pioneering
scholar as a result of her recent book contribution which examined the similarities of Soviet and
French African cinemas. On April 5, 2008, Dr. Josephine Woll was honored posthumously at a
symposium at Harvard University’s Charles Hamilton Houston Institute for Race and Injustice
on Aleksandr Pushkin, considered the Black-heritaged father of modern Russian literature.

The College or Arts and Sciences will forever honor the legacy of Dr. Josephine Woll, a talented
scholar, exceptional teacher, and wonderful colleague. She will be missed by many.

he Department of English, the College of Arts and Sciences, and Howard University bid

farewell to Dr. Alinda J. Sumers, Associate Professor in the Department of English. Dr.

Sumers, a specialist in 17th-century literature, taught in the Department of English for
nearly twenty-three years, beginning as an assistant professor in Fall 1985. During her tenure,
Dr. Sumers contributed to her field through scholarly presentations and cutting-edge articles such
as “Milton’s Mat(t)erology: Paradise Lost and the Seventeenth-Century Querelle des Femmes,”
published in Milton Quarterly, Vol. 38, No. 4 (December 2004) and “The Black Man and the Dark
Lady: The Imaginary African in Early Modern and Modern British Writers,” published in a special
issue of Sea Change: Black British Writing, edited by Laura Ramey and guest edited by R.

Victoria Arana(Spring 2001).

Dr. Sumers, who possessed a spectacular sense of humor and a sharp perceptive wit, was
recognized as an innovative teacher who frequently transported her students back to the 17th
century where they were spectators at the famous Globe Theatre in London, or where they
became the actors in a Shakespearean play. When the margins of the classroom became too
confined, she would take them downtown to theatres like the Folger on East Capitol Street (SE) or

the Shakespeare on 7th.

Her courses were always oversubscribed and packed to the rim with students from every major
across campus because she touched their hearts and minds. Teaching was much more to her than
books, papers, and lectures: She knew that real education involved creativity, imagination, and love.
These — she possessed in great abundance! Dr. Alinda Sumers, Hail! Farewell and adieu!

in remembrance
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r. Lettie Jane Austin Fenderson, known
professionally as Dr. Lettie Jane Austin,
served the Department of English for sixty-
one years. A brilliant scholar and high achiever,
she possessed a dazzling record of intellectual
growth and impressive accomplishments. Dr.
Austin, a young woman when she began at
Howard University, was a member of the
legendary generation of distinguished Howard
University faculty whose names are inextricably
linked to the “golden age” of this institution. She
walked with the likes of Alain Locke, Carter G.
Woodson, E. Franklin Frazier, Kelly Miller,
Sterling Brown, Ivan Earle Taylor, Charlotte
Watkins, Ralph Bunche, and John Lovell. She
was married to Dr. Lewis H. Fenderson, Jr., a
Professor of English at Howard.

Born in Joplin, Missouri, on March 21, 1925,
Dr. Lettie Austin earned a B.A. from Lincoln
University in 1946. In 1947 she became one
of the first African Americans to earn an
M.A. from Kansas State University. After
studying English at Sarah Lawrence
College and education at New York
University, Dr. Austin went on to Stanford
University as an Alice J. Rosenberg Fellow.
She was the first African American recipient
of this award. Dr. Austin received an Ed.D.
from Stanford in 1952. In 1954, she
traveled abroad as a Fulbright Scholar and
earned an M.A. in Elizabethan Literature
from the University of Nottingham, England
(1954). While in the United Kingdom, during
the summer, she studied Irish Literature at
Trinity College in Dublin, Ireland. A powerful
drive and relentless thirst for knowledge
motivated Dr. Lettie Austin to pursue
advanced degrees in psychology. She
earned an M.S. in the field in 1964 and a
Ph.D. in 1988 (Howard University).
Recently, she completed a paralegal
program at the Department of Agriculture.
She earned a place at the top of her class.

Dr. Lettie J. Austin amassed an impressive
record of scholarship during her career,
publishing numerous articles in refereed
journals and presenting scholarly papers at
regional, national, and international
conferences. Most noteworthy are her
publications, College Reading Skills,
collaboration with Alice Grant, Toni Morrison,
Joan Murrell, and Eleanor Traylor in 1966; and
The Black Man and the Promise of America,
with Lewis Fenderson and Sophia Nelson
(1970). Because of her impeccable record in her
field, Dr. Lettie Austin was in great demand as a
consultant. She worked with the Educational
Testing Service (Princeton, New Jersey), serving
as an Associate Examiner—Division of Higher
Education and Career Programs; a Test
Developer, Item Reviewer, Table Leader and
Essay Reader for the College Board Examinations
and the National Merit Scholarship Test.
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She was a consultant for both the International
Curriculum Development Program at the Fort
Berthold Indian Reservation in North Dakota and
the Navaho Nation Community College, Tsaile,
Arizona; a consultant for the Caribbean Exchange
Program, College of Virgin Islands, St. Thomas;
and a Peace Corps Consultant teaching English
as a Second Language in Togo and in Senegal,
West Africa. Her work as a consultant with the
Phelps Stokes Foundation took her to the Ivory
Coast, Ghana, and Liberia. Her expertise also
took her to Japan, the Republic of China, Hong
Kong, Canada, and Mexico. She also worked as a
consultant with Bowie State, Norfolk State and
Texas-Southern University.

Dr. Austin had affiliations with a number of
professional organizations such as the Modern
Language Association (MLA); the National Council
of Teachers of English (NCTE); the College
Conference on Composition and Communications
(CCCC); the College Language Association (CLA);
the American Psychological Association (APA); the
American Association of University Professors
(AAUP); and the Fulbright Association. She was an
active member of the Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority,
Inc. to which she remained loyal and supportive.

Throughout her tenure at Howard University, Dr.
Lettie J. Austin rendered outstanding service to
her department, college and university. She was
Director of the College of Liberal Arts Reading
Program; Acting Chair of the Department of
English; Chair of the Graduate School Program in
International Affairs; and Director of the Graduate
Program in English. She was a member of the
College of Arts and Sciences Honors Council and
one of the reviewers and evaluators of students
applying for Rhodes Scholarships. Three Howard
University students have become Rhodes
Scholars. Dr. Austin was a mentor to many people
around the University who have assumed
leadership positions. They were guided by her
sharp critical acumen, wisdom, and discretion.
“She would always speak the truth and was the
soul of discretion.”

Above the impressive achievements, the
prestigious awards, and sterling accomplishments
were her students. Dr. Lettie J. Austin was a
teacher’s teacher. She was quite simply the best.
She gave greatness to her students and expected
the same in return. She was a “master teacher”
who inspired her students to reach for excellence in
everything they pursued —"to never settle for
second best.”

A woman of extraordinary talents — classical
pianist, connoisseur of art and music, scholar,
intellectual, legal specialist, professional consultant,
teacher — Dr. Lettie J. Austin lived life with
exceptional passion and style. She will be
enormously missed by her colleagues, students,
and friends.
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